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Racing and Wagering Western Australia — 
Ms S.E. Winton, Chair. 
Mr P. Papalia, Minister for Racing and Gaming. 
Mr I. Edwards, Chief Executive Officer. 
Mr M. Saunders, General Manager, Wagering. 
Ms C. Mills, General Manager, Racing. 
Mrs A. Maurice, Senior Policy Adviser. 
[Witnesses introduced.] 
The CHAIR: This estimates committee will be reported by Hansard. The daily proof Hansard will be available 
tomorrow. Members may raise questions about matters relating to the operations and budget of the off-budget 
authority. Off-budget authority officers are recognised as ministerial advisers. The Chair will ensure that as many 
questions as possible are asked and that both questions and answers are short and to the point. If an adviser needs 
to answer from the lectern, will they please state their name prior to their answer.  
The minister may agree to provide supplementary information to the committee, and I ask the minister to clearly 
indicate what supplementary information will be provided. I will then allocate a reference number. Supplementary 
information should be provided to the principal clerk by Friday, 30 October 2020. I caution members that if a minister 
asks that a matter be put on notice, it is up to the member to lodge the question on notice through the online 
questions system. 
I give the call to the member for Churchlands. 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: Thank you, Madam Chair. I refer to page 306 of budget paper No 2, volume 1. We are 
dealing with future asset investments in the top paragraph. Can the minister give us an update of when he expects 
the sale of the TAB to take place, and where his priorities sit for the expenditure of any proceeds from that sale? 
Mr P. PAPALIA: The sale has been paused. The infrastructure fund allocation associated with the sale is obviously 
not happening right now. The intention is for RWWA to conduct, outside of that process, whilst the sale process is 
paused, a midyear review in January—which is an unusual event, it does not normally do that; it does it at the start 
of the financial year—and assess all clubs with regard to the post-COVID environment and consider additional 
distributions, if necessary, with reference to things like additional support. 
[12.50 pm] 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: Does the minister have an update about the expected sale figure in this current environment? 
Mr P. PAPALIA: No. The process has been paused. The member is probably aware that a key potential proponent 
for the sale was Tabcorp Holdings. It is in a completely different environment, as are we all. The intention is to 
assess the environment. I have to tell the member that with respect to the sale, the Treasurer is the responsible minister. 
It is not me. I am a participant and obviously an interested party, but the Treasurer is leading it as the minister 
responsible. If the member really wants to get more detail around that process, he should ask him. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: On page 306, in part 4, Racing and Wagering Western Australia, under “Works in Progress” 
is “Racing Systems, Infrastructure and Minor Capital”. I notice that there is a decline over the forward estimates. 
Can the minister give a breakup of the investment, particularly into regional racetracks and clubs? Is there a capital 
works program for those, and could the minister itemise the capital works programs for regional racing? 
Mr P. PAPALIA: That line item does not refer to the sort of expenditure that the member is considering; it is actually 
about RWWA’s investment. It is about TAB systems and the like. 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: Regarding the investment by RWWA into regional race clubs, what investment is occurring 
in terms of upgrading the systems right across regional tracks? 
Mr P. PAPALIA: As I indicated earlier, this year we got the biggest distribution to the racing industry ever. In 
January, Racing and Wagering Western Australia will be conducting a midyear review, assessing all clubs and their 
status in the post-COVID world and determining whether it will give an additional distribution to meet requirements 
in this environment whilst all the other processes associated with the sale and creation of the infrastructure fund 
are on hold. 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: There will be some race club consultation from now until January by RWWA to ascertain 
what is needed? 
Mr P. PAPALIA: It will conduct its assessment in January. It is undertaking outreach sessions now, but, by necessity, 
through that process it will engage with all the clubs and begin the assessment of critical infrastructure requirements. 
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Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: The line item that the member referred to, “Racing Systems, Infrastructure and Minor Capital”, 
is only to do with TAB software, not anything to do with tracks?  
Mr P. PAPALIA: Yes, it is things that are owned by Racing and Wagering Western Australia, not the clubs and 
the industry. 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: Is the minister able to point to somewhere on this page or in this book where it actually 
refers to the infrastructure upgrades for regional and also metro tracks, I might add? 
Mr P. PAPALIA: That is specified in its annual report as normal practice, but the distribution this year was the 
highest that has ever occurred, and the industry is fully aware of where that money goes. 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: I refer to budget paper No 2, volume 2, page 567 — 
The CHAIR: Sorry, again, that is not — 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: I will relate it back to page 306, because page 567 relates to grants to Racing and Wagering 
Western Australia. 
The CHAIR: We are not on that budget — 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: I know, and the minister has acknowledged that he knows — 
Mr P. PAPALIA: Yes, but even if I know what the member is talking about, it may not be in the right area. 
The CHAIR: What is the question, member for Churchlands? 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: I am just trying to ascertain why no grants have been allocated in the forward estimates 
to Racing and Wagering Western Australia. 
The CHAIR: I do not think it is in this division, member. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: That was the termination of a different model. The member would be aware that we reached 
an arrangement on the point-of-consumption tax. There is a distribution to the industry as a consequence of that 
and it is the most generous in the country. The funds that might in the past have been distributed from that particular 
allocation are replaced by, or in fact exceeded by, a point-of-consumption allocation. 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: Is the minister sure? 
Mr P. PAPALIA: Yes, absolutely. Do not worry. Find a club that is not happy with the current point-of-consumption 
distribution. 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: I refer to page 307. I am guessing we are referring to the greyhounds. 
The CHAIR: Member, you are again referring to the wrong budget section. 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: Does greyhounds not come under racing and wagering? 
The CHAIR: No, not under this division.  
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: I thought they were part of racing and wagering, the three codes. 
The CHAIR: You are referring to a line item that is not being considered in this division. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: What do you want to ask? 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: In part 4. 

The CHAIR: The one you are dealing with is on page 306; that is where questions are relating to at the moment. 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: Under part 4, RWWA is responsible for the three codes of racing: trotting, thoroughbred and 
greyhounds. I do not understand why the minister cannot answer it under RWWA, given it is responsible for the code. 
The CHAIR: Because you are referring to —  
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: I will put it on notice, otherwise, which will be more paperwork. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: Yes, I think the member will have to. I am not trying to complicate it; it is just that the 
Western Australian Greyhound Racing Association is responsible. The member is on the right page, but wrong time. 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: Can I go back to — 
Mr P. PAPALIA: If you want to give us a question on notice. 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: Yes, I will submit — 
Mr P. PAPALIA: Anything about greyhounds, I will answer. It is actually transparent.  
The CHAIR: We are running out of time. Any other questions on Racing and Wagering Western Australia? 
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Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: I am just wanting to get some feedback on the sale of the TAB and the impact it has had on 
RWWA. I know the staff are working hard with pivoting its whole business for TAB. Now they are having to regain 
that ground. Has some money had to be spent extra to make up for all the work that has been going on? I know they 
have been working really hard on that for quite a long time. It has come to a grinding halt. Some funds must have 
been used that are now not available for other things that RWWA would want to be doing? 
Mr P. PAPALIA: It is not like taking from an activity and dedicating it to this new activity; it is actually ensuring 
that the capacity to continue to generate revenue for the industry and grow the business is available. That is what 
is happening. The sale of TAB would have transferred that responsibility to a private operator; it has not happened; 
it is not yet happening. If the member wants to find out more about the actual process, ask the Treasurer. We have 
probably got to pass not just this item but also the other two items. 
The appropriation was recommended 
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